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“Hmmm, someone loves me” he wrote in his blog, sarcastically  

describing his reaction to the priority overnight draft letter the Army 

had just sent him.  Although Jacob Blaylock had long been  

discharged from active duty, his name is still on the roster of the 

Individual Ready Reserve. He reports for duty and quickly forges a 

bond with fourteen other men whose fates are similar to his.   

They had been so close to the end of their contracts as reservists, 

none had expected to be recalled and deployed to Iraq.  Now they 

take over the most dangerous positions in the National Guard’s 

1451st Transportation Company. 

As tank commanders and gunners they are always on the front 

line, manning the scout vehicles during countless convoys through 

the IED infested Iraqi desert.  It is their friendship, their common 

love of music and their weakness for playing practical jokes that 

both helps them survive and creates emotional ties.  

Somewhere along the line they discover that their big wartime  

adventure, would make a great movie.  Armed with video cameras, 

they document and narrate not just their pranks but also intimate 

moments of fear and loneliness.  

A year into his deployment, “Jackie” is burned out. Two of his best 

friends were killed: their scout vehicle  hit an IED. Blaylock’s return 

home marks the beginning of his true fight for survival – one he 

would ultimately lose. 
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